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United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Assay Department, 
February 10, 1880 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent &c &c 


Sir 


In reply to yours of this day, I think it will be advisable, in view of the error lately 
discovered, to make separate assays of the gold bars from the U.S. Assay Office at New York. 
This kind of discrepancy has never occurred before, and must have arisen from an accidental 
displacement of the bars before they were sent. But to be secure against any such occurrence, it 
will be best to assay every bar. This of course will involve a little delay, as to a million of dollars 
there are say one hundred bars, making many more assays; but in a couple of days we can finish 
them. Meantime they can be reported instantly, on the N.Y. assays, as usual. 


Very respectfully, 
WE. Du Bois 
Assayer 


